
Van Buren County Board of Supervisors  

Keosauqua, IA  

March 14, 2022 – 9:04 AM  

 

The Van Buren County Board of Supervisors met on this date in the board of supervisors’ office 

at the courthouse with supervisors Richards, House, and Meek present.  Others present at various 

times during the meeting included Ryne Thornburg, Michael Schill, Paul Larson, Lindee 

Thomas, Linda Whitten, Tammy Wetjen-Kesterson, Dixie Saunders, Laura Thomas, Rusty 

Ebert, and Lisa Plecker. 

 

Chairman Richards opened the meeting by leading the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

On motion by House, seconded by Meek, the minutes from the February 28, 2022, meeting were 

approved.  Ayes: 3 

 

This being the date set for a public hearing on setting the Maximum Property Tax Levy for the 

general county services and the rural county services for FY2023, Chairman Richards called the  

hearing to order at 9:05 AM.  Those who were present for the public hearing included Ryne 

Thornburg, Paul Larson, Michael Schill, Rusty Ebert, and Lisa Plecker.  Following review of the 

proposed maximum property tax levies, and upon neither hearing nor receiving any written or 

oral objections to the proposal, it was moved by Meek, seconded by House, that the hearing be 

closed at 9:06 AM, and that Resolution #03-14-2022 be approved and adopted as presented 

below: 

RESOLUTION #03-14-2022 

A Resolution of the Board of Supervisors of Van Buren County, Iowa 

Approving the Maximum Property Tax Dollars For the  

County General Services and County Rural Services For FY2023 
WHEREAS, the Van Buren County Board of Supervisors have considered the proposed  

FY2022-2023 county maximum property tax dollars for both General County Services and Rural 

County Services, and 

WHEREAS, a notice concerning the proposed county maximum property tax dollars was 

published as required in the Van Buren County Register on March 3, 2022, and posted on the 

county web site and department social media accounts, and 

WHEREAS, a public hearing concerning the proposed county maximum property tax dollars 

was held on March 14, 2022, 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors of Van Buren County 

that the maximum property tax dollars for General County Services and Rural County Services 

for FY2022-2023 shall not exceed the following: 

General County Services: $2,354,977  

Rural County Services: $688,377  

The Maximum Property Tax Dollars requested by the General County Services for FY2023 does 

not represent an increase of 102% from the Maximum Property Tax Dollars requested in 

FY2022. 

The Maximum Property Tax Dollars requested by the Rural County Services for FY2023 does 

not represent an increase of more than 102% from the Maximum Property Tax Dollars requested 

in FY2022. 

 

Roll Call Vote: Richards - Aye, House – Aye, Meek - Aye 

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 14th day of March 2022. 
 
 



 

On motion by House, seconded by Meek, a public hearing date for the proposed FY2023 county 

budget was set for Monday, March 28, 2022, at 9:05 AM in the Board of Supervisors’ office.  

Ayes: 3. 

 

Paul Larson, representing the Van Buren County Historic Preservation Commission, was present 

to give an update on the commission’s work and to review the annual Certified Local 

Government report for 2021.  On motion by House, seconded by Meek, the chairman was 

authorized to sign the 2021 annual report for submission to the State Historic Preservation 

Office.  Ayes: 3 

 

Mike Schill, CEO of Natel Broadband Inc, Fairfield, was present for discussion about an 

opportunity for investment of a portion of the second payment of American Rescue Plan Act 

(ARPA) funds that the county anticipates receiving in May 2022.  Schill reported that Natel had 

received a grant from the Empower Rural Iowa Grant Fund to provide highspeed internet to rural 

communities.  Since one of the priorities of the ARPA funding is broadband infrastructure, Schill 

requested that the board consider partnering with Natel to bring high speed internet to some of 

the hardest to reach areas in the northern part of Van Buren County when making decisions for 

how they will invest the final round of ARPA funding.  No action was taken. 

 

Local health nurse administrator Lindee Thomas was present for discussion regarding a grant 

being written by Marion County in which Van Buren County has been asked to commit to hire a 

part-time nurse to staff Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) clinics.  Thomas stated that if the 

grant funding was awarded for this project, the nurse that would be hired would staff WIC clinics 

in Van Buren as well as in Jefferson and Keokuk counties, and the hours/benefit/mileage 

expenses that the county would incur for the position would be reimbursed through the WIC 

program.  Following the discussion, the consensus of the board was to have Thomas move 

forward with Marion County to apply for the grant. 

 

County treasurer Linda Whitten was present for discussion regarding the need to amend a motion 

made at the February 28, 2022, meeting for an offer of tax compromise and assignment for 

county-held Tax Sale Certificate #2019-152 on Parcel #560735460100 – described as the 

Northwest 300 feet of Upper Public Landing South of Block 17, Bentonsport, Section 35, 

Township 69 North, Range 9 West.  Following the discussion, and on motion by Meek, seconded 

by House, the motion from February 28, 2022, was amended as follows: The county treasurer 

was authorized by the board to assign Certificate #2019-152 to Scott Krause, Birmingham, upon 

his payment of the compromised amount of $802.00, and to approve Certificate of Adjustment 

#2022-1 to abate the remaining $582.00 in penalties and interest currently due on Parcel 

#560735460100 so long as the property is cleaned up no later than September 1, 2022.  Ayes: 3 

 

Tammy Wetjen-Kesterson, CPPC and Decat Area Director, was present to present a request for 

the board to proclaim the month of April 2022 as Child Abuse Prevention Month.  Following the 

discussion, on motion by House, seconded by Meek, the board passed the proclamation which 

reads as follows: 

Proclamation 

Child Abuse Prevention Month 

April 2022 

WHEREAS, child abuse and neglect is a serious problem that can be prevented; and   

WHEREAS, our children are our most valuable resources and will shape the future of 

Iowa; and   



WHEREAS, child abuse can have long-term psychological, emotional, and physical effects 

that have lasting consequences for victims of abuse; and   

WHEREAS, protective factors are conditions that reduce or eliminate risk and promote 

the social, emotional, and developmental well-being of children; and  

WHEREAS, effective child abuse prevention activities succeed because of the 

partnerships created between families, community-and faith-based organizations, child 

welfare professionals, education, health, businesses, and law enforcement agencies; and   

WHEREAS, all members of a community benefit from creating conditions that support 

strong and healthy families; and 

WHEREAS, communities must make every effort to promote programs and activities that 

create strong and thriving children and families; and  

WHEREAS, we acknowledge that we must work together as a community to increase 

awareness about child abuse and contribute to promote the social and emotional well-being of 

children and families in a safe, stable, and nurturing environment; and   

WHEREAS, prevention remains the best defense for our children and families.   

NOW, THEREFORE, we, the Van Buren County Board of Supervisors, do hereby proclaim 

April 2022 as  

NATIONAL CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH 

in Van Buren County, Iowa, and urge all citizens to recognize this month by dedicating 

themselves to the task of improving the quality of life for all children and families. 

 
Signed this 14th day of March 2022 in Keosauqua, Iowa     Ayes: 3 
 

 

County assessor Dixie Saunders was present for discussion about an error made to the value of a 

parcel when it was reclassified for the 2020 Assessment Year.  Following discussion, the matter 

was tabled for a future meeting. 

 

County engineer Ryne Thornburg was present to give an update regarding various secondary 

roads matters including: 

• Discussion regarding the 5-year County Construction Plan; 

• Discussion regarding Bickford Bridge; and 

• Discussion regarding replacement of personnel. 

 

On motion by House, seconded by Meek, the chairman was authorized to sign agreements with 

Iowa State Association of Counties (ISAC) for the FY2023 employee health, dental, and vision 

plans with plans/rates set as follows: 

• Health Insurance:  

o Continue offering (ISAC) Wellmark plans 11C and 16. 

o Continue to buy down of the deductibles/out of pocket maximums to 

$1,500/$3,000 for single coverage and $3,000/$6,000 for family coverage on both 

plans. 

o Maintain the County’s contribution to health insurance for single coverage at 

$650/month and for family coverage at $1,200/month. 

o The premiums/month for FY2023 will be: 

▪ Alliance Select: 

• Single $745.04 (County pays $650, Employee pays $95.04) 

• Family $1,648.25 (County pays $1,200, Employee pays $448.25) 

 

 



▪ Blue Choice: 

• Single $689.04 (County pays $650, Employee pays $39.04) 

• Family $1,521.25 (County pays $1,200, Employee pays $321.25) 

• Dental Insurance 

o Continue with County fully paying single coverage under ISAC Delta Dental 

Option #3 for all employees ($41.67/month) and continue to allow employees to 

pay the difference between single and family plans (Employee pays 

$55.63/month). 

o Vision Insurance 

o Continue to offer vision insurance through ISAC Delta Vision 130 Plan 

(voluntary) as an option for employees to purchase at their cost (Single 

$7.88/month, Family $20.11/month).     Ayes: 3 

 

On motion by Meek, seconded by House, eight applications for family farm credit for the 2022-

2023 tax collectible year were approved.  Ayes: 3 

 

On motion by Meek, seconded by House, the following payroll/claims/reports were approved: 

Payroll - #33155-33247; Handwritten Claims - #5426-5427; Claims – #5428-5507 (Secondary 

Roads - #28359-28396).  Ayes: 3 

 

Discussion was held regarding the Center Village care facility.  Meek stated that he would 

schedule a time to meet with First Resources to mark out property lines for the potential sale of 

the county care facility. 

 

The board acknowledged that the county had received a 4-year Manure Management Plan 

(MMP) update from the following hog facilities: 1) McLain Family Farm LLC (Site #1 -Facility 

#68109). 

 

Board members reported on various committee meetings including RUSS, Decat, and the ISAC 

Spring Conference. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:21 AM. 

 

 

 

___________________________ 

Alex Richards, Chair 

 

________________________________  _______________________________ 

       Attest:   Lisa Plecker, County Auditor 

 

________________________________       

Van Buren County Board of Supervisors 

 

 

 

 

 
 


